¢ PRESS RELEASE from
Nova Scotia Federation of Labour, CLC

January 16, 2012

FEDERATION of LABOUR PRESIDENTS CALL ON PREMIERS TO STAND UP
FOR HEALTHCARE

Halifax, N.S. - The Presidents of the Provincial and Territorial Federations of Labour are
calling on Canada’s Premiers to reject an irresponsible Federal Conservative “plan” for
healthcare. In an open letter from the labour leaders to the Premiers, attending a
meeting of the Council of the Federation in Victoria today, the Premiers are asked to
stand up and support Canada’s most important social program: universal healthcare.

“We believe, as many Canadians do, that the Harper Government’s December
announcement is an abdication of its responsibility,” said Rick Clarke, President of the
Nova Scotia Federation of Labour. “Our letter to the Premiers is a call for true
leadership on healthcare - leadership that we are not getting from Ottawa.”

As the Federation Presidents outline in their letter, the Harper Government has
proposed significant cuts to healthcare funding, beginning in 2017. The announced cuts
come after the federal government made the decision to ignore the issue of establishing
a new Health Accord, the latest of which is set to expire in 2014.

“In a style that has become typical of the Harper Government, the provinces are going
to be handed a take-it-or-leave-it decision without any meaningful dialogue whatsoever.
If Prime Minister Harper is not willing to play a leadership role in securing the future of
the healthcare system, then the Premiers to make a stand on behalf of Canadians, on
behalf of the values upon which our nation and our healthcare system are founded.”
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The Nova Scotia Federation of Labour is an umbrella organization, directly chartered by the
Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) representing over 350 dffiliated local unions with a collective
membership of approximately 70,000 workers; from every community and every type of
workplace across the province.

For more information, call Rick Clarke at 454.6735 (o) or 434.5612 (h)
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